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Sadly, I am approaching the end of my two years in office
as Mayor of Marlow, which I have thoroughly enjoyed. I
have met some wonderful people in the Town and I hope
that I have helped to retain some of Marlow's vibrancy,
during the challenging times we have had with the
country in recession. All the signs now are very positive
and all indications show that we are easing our way out
of it.  

In May a new Mayor will be elected and I would like to
wish whoever succeeds me an enjoyable year. I know they
will have the excellent support that I have received from
fellow Councillors and the people of Marlow. 

There are a number of positives that I would like to share
with you from the past few months:

• We have a more structured parking system in the High
Street with further bays planned to improve accessibility

• We have a new combined Post Office and Tourist Office
which should secure both their futures through the
current tighter economic climate.  (We were also able to

maintain a temporary post office in Dean Street Car Park
when the previous Post Office closed )

• We have retained the High Street telephone boxes 

• We have managed our way through two of the
snowiest winters of recent years despite 'global
warming'.  It was particularly pleasing to witness the
community response to the extreme weather conditions
over the Christmas period and the consideration given
to those who faced difficulties

• Higginson Park continues to be an extremely popular
riverside attraction drawing families and young children
to enjoy the facilities throughout the year. I am also
happy to report that the Park again received the
prestigious Green Flag Award for 2009  (also received in
2008)

During the last quarter we hosted visitors from Marly-le-
Roi to help us commemorate Remembrance Sunday and I
attended many seasonal festivities, such as the Veterans'
Lunch, Late Night Shopping, Switching On of the Lights,
Carols on the Causeway, and the Mayor's Civic Service.

I wish you all good health and financial stability for the
future. Marlow is a very special Town. Let us all strive to
keep it that way.

Cllr Neil Marshall, Mayor of Marlow

A message from the
Mayor of Marlow

Cllr Doug Anson, MBE
01628 472204
danson@wycombe.gov.uk
danson@buckscc.gov.uk
Wycombe District Councillor
Bucks County Councillor

Cllr Mrs Suzanne Brown
01628 475726

suzannebrown900@btinternet.com

Cllr Mrs Jo Braybrooke
01628 488238
jorod@btinternet.com

Cllr Mrs June Coleridge
01628 483003

Fax: 01628 483003

Cllr Ivor Coleman
01628 474000

Cllr Ms Barbara Lowe
01628 482678

barbaramarylowe@hotmail.com

Cllr Maurice Oram
01628 471651
mboram@btinternet.com

Cllr Neil Marshall
(Town Mayor 2009-2010)

01628 475615
n_b_marshall@hotmail.com

Wycombe District Councillor

Cllr Richard Scott
01628 488186
rjsco@btopenworld.com
Wycombe District Councillor
Bucks County Councillor

Cllr Frank Sweatman
01628 484843

frankandgillmarlow@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr Mrs Jocelyn Towns
01628 477914
jocelyn_towns@hotmail.com

Cllr Roger Wilson
Deputy Mayor

2009-2010
01628 482469

rogerxwilson@aol.com
Wycombe District Councillor
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SPRING/SUMMER 2010 COLLECTION  IN STORE
2 liston court  high street  marlow  bucks  sl7 1er 01628 472760

CHIC HAIR
MARLOW

Call in for expert consultation

Crown Lane, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3HL

01628 481367 • West Street Marlow Tel: 01628 483 134 • High Street Cookham Tel: 01628 525 777 •

www.panacheshoes.co.uk



The Mayor's Senior
Citizens Luncheon was
held on Saturday
January 23 in the
stunning setting of the
General Higginson
Room, Court Garden. 95
guests were invited to
attend this annual
function to celebrate the
New Year.

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Roger Wilson, had to step in
to host the luncheon as the Mayor was taken unwell at
the last minute.The Town Clerk, Howard Bellairs, and Cllrs
Suzanne Brown, June Coleridge and Richard Scott also
attended to meet and chat to the guests during the lunch. 

Parkwood Leisure's chef, Richard Craig,  produced an
excellent festive meal with all the trimmings.  The Town
Council staff had put together a Quiz for diners to fill in
on their arrival and which entered them into the free
raffle.  The winner with the highest points was Mrs
Butterfield who correctly answered such questions as
What was Eric Morecambe's real name?, Who was the
Welsh Wizard?, and asked to finish slogans such as Dig
for ....,  and all because the lady loves .... and,  Guinness
is .... It was quite interesting marking the results!

After the lunch the Deputy Mayor drew the winners for
the free raffle, with prizes having been purchased by
Marlow Town Council. The number of prizes totalling 25
included a sandwich toaster, carriage clock and  hand-
made tumblers, with the star prize being a Luxury Fruit 

Hamper donated
by Westside Fruit, Booker.  The winner of the hamper
very generously donated it to Age Concern.

Once the excitement of winning a prize had subsided, the
guests were treated to the music of the SoundsEasy Trio
who played a selection of songs that had the guests
singing along.  As with all good things the lunch had to
end, but all our guests went home having had a good
time and with a small gift donated by Waitrose and the
Town Council.

If you are aged over 65, a Marlow Resident and have not
previously put your name on our database, but would like
to receive an invitation to future New Year Luncheons,
please contact Marlow Town Council on 01628 484024
or email: office@marlowtowncouncil.org.uk.  

Pamela Nottingham 
and an exhibit from
her lace exhibition

From May 2009 to January 2010, the Museum has received 1,846 visitors,
approximately half of whom travelled from outside Marlow. The Museum’s
first special exhibition in 2010 will be called ‘Lace – A Marlow Cottage
Industry’, opening on 27 March. It will contain exhibits loaned and
assembled for us by Pamela Nottingham MBE, a Marlovian and a world
authority on lace and lace-making.

Please note new opening times from 6 March: 1 pm to 5 pm on Saturdays,
Sundays and Bank Holidays. Other times by arrangement. For further
information contact John Evans, 01628 483711, or email
evansjohn@talk21.com. Marlow Museum is opposite the main entrance to
Court Garden Leisure Centre.  www.marlowmuseum.org
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Town Mayor’s
SENIOR CITIZENS
LUNCHEON

Photo by Barrie Lea



Seymour Park 
Recreation Ground
In our last edition, we reported that a
new play area for ages 8-13 years had
commenced construction, with a grant
obtained by Marlow Town Council from the Department
of Children, Schools and Families in association with
Wycombe District Council. Although the play area has
been in use for the last few weeks, the Deputy Mayor, The
Town Council held an official opening on Tuesday 9th
March. Cllr Roger Wilson officially declared the play area
open on behalf of the Town Council. Children from
Sandygate School and Holy Trinity joined the Deputy
Mayor,  Town Clerk Howard Bellairs, Marlow Town
Councillors, Jo Braybrooke, Suzanne Brown, Doug Anson
and June Coleridge. Sarah Brion from Wycombe District
Council, who provided invaluable support to the Town
Council during the planning and construction of the area,
Alison White from Bucks County Council, together with
representatives from Safe and Sound the play equipment
company who constructed the play area. 

It is obvious from these photos that the equipment is
enjoyed by the children and it is hoped that it will
continue to be well used.
A small amount of additional funding has been made
available by the DCSF and Wycombe District Council and
by the end of March it is hoped that an additional piece
of equipment called a Rodeo Board will have been
installed. The new equipment looks as if it will be great
fun for youngsters to use, providing for some exciting and
challenging play.

The play area has unfortunately always suffered problems
with irresponsible dog walkers not clearing up after their

dog has fouled.   Following the opening of the play area
for use by children, there have been numerous complaints
about dogs fouling the surface area around the play
equipment and indeed urinating on the equipment itself.
The dog warden has been notified and where possible
prosecutions will be brought.  If you are a dog walker
using the recreation ground, please watch your dog and
remove any fouling.  This is a serious issue which can lead
to infections causing blindness.

The Town Council requests all
dogwalkers to act responsibly
at all times to ensure that this
area can be safely enjoyed by
everyone.

Marlow Flood Alleviation Scheme
As part of the preparation works for the flood alleviation
scheme, the Environment Agency has served a number of
compulsory purchase orders as part of the process
towards the construction, use and maintenance of flood
defence walls, low level flood bunds, compensatory
storage areas, bore holes, underground water pipes and
associated flood defence infrastructure and works which
are necessary for flood defence in and around the south-
west of Marlow. This is essentially the Pound Lane area
and the Gossmore Recreation area.
Copies of all the documentation are held at the Town
Council offices for public viewing.  Please contact the
Town Council office to make an appointment for viewing.

MARLOW TOWN    
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Post Office
It is some considerable time since the Post Office in the High Street closed and made a
“temporary” relocation to portakabins at the Dean Street Car Park. While this temporary
arrangement solved the immediate problem of providing a Post Office counter service in the
High Street area, it was never fully satisfactory.  

The Town Council has been working for some time with the Post Office and with Wycombe
District Council to find suitable alternative premises. As a result, the new Post Office is now be located
at 55a High Street, sharing accommodation with the relocated Marlow Area Information Office. Although the new
address refers to the High Street, the new Post Office is actually situated behind the jewellers on the corner of the High
Street and Institute Road in what used to be the old Marlow Bureau site.

Apart from this new Post Office branch, there are two alternative Post Office services that can be used: Oaktree Road
branch and Marlow Bottom branch. The Town Council hopes that all residents will find that this new Post Office is able to
offer all the facilities and services of a main branch. Its opening times are Monday-Friday 9am-5.30pm and Saturday 9am-
12.30pm. 

Customers can still collect benefits in cash using its everyday banking services or Post Office card account.

Unfortunately the Post Office still need to undertake satisfactory measures to ensure that there is good access into the
premises for mobility impaired. The Post Office have assured the Town Council that this work will be undertaken.
Hopefully when the new access is completed, the Post Office will meet the requirements of all residents.
Wycombe District Council’s Information Centre will have relocated to their new premises at 55a High Street on Monday
15th March.

    COUNCIL NEWS
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Forthcoming meetings:
Town Council: May 4, June 15, July 7

AGM/Annual Parish,
Mayor elected for 2010-2011: May 4

Finance Services & Admin: April 6, May 4, June 29

PET: April 20, May 11, June 1, June 22, July 13

Mayor & Chairman of Council - Cllr Neil Marshall
Chairman of Finance Committee

- Cllr Mrs Jocelyn Towns
Chairman of Planning, Environment & Planning

Committee - Cllr Roger Wilson

Town Clerk - Howard Bellairs
Deputy Clerk - Katherine Joy

PA to Town Mayor/Town Clerk - Jan Bailey
Amenities Supervisor - Barry Cross

Administration Officer - Margit Walker
Cemetery Supervisor - Peter Harris

Town Council office is open to the public
from 9am-1pm Monday to Friday.

Tel: 01628 484024
email: office@marlowtowncouncil.org.uk

Forthcoming Town Council Events
MAYOR'S CHARITY GOLF DAY April 27 (see page 8)

REGATTA & FESTIVAL June 12 (see page15)

Marlow Shopmobility
This service is up and running from Court Garden Leisure
Centre. Please call Shopmobility on 01628 405218 to
book wheelchairs. The Town Council is still seeking
sponsorship to help fund this vital service so please
contact the Town Council if you are able to help on
01628 484024.

French Market
The French Market will be in Higginson Park during the
May Bank Holiday as usual. It is always well supported and
a popular event within the Town. For further details
contact the Town Council Office or our website
www.marlowtowncouncil.org.uk.
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2010...
The Year to be Good to Yourself!

For those of us with good intentions of taking care of our bodies, improving our fitness and
enhancing our general well being, we often need a helping hand to keep us on the straight
and narrow. That is where Hannah McManus can help out. 

Hannah is a personal trainer with a difference, she will consider all aspects of fitness.
Hannah says “I believe in a structured and sensible approach to nutrition, exercise and
relaxation to achieve a positive body image”. 
She also believes that getting fit, must be FUN!

Her love of fitness is long-standing, with a history of playing both cricket at a national
level and football. She currently coaches both children and adults.  Hannah has also
gained a REPS level 3 Registered Personal Trainer (Premier Training International)
qualification and a wealth of hand's on experience. 

Based at The Quad Club at Crowne Plaza Marlow Hannah is available to all Quad Club
members for advice and setting exercise programmes to suit your lifestyle. The team at
Quad offers a warm and friendly welcome to all and are happy to encourage all
members to stick to their good intentions.
Let's make 2010 the year to be good to yourself!

The Quad Club has a fully equipped gym, with an 18 metre indoor swimming pool,
sauna, steam room, jacuzzi and a dance studio with a range of classes.  Additionally
there are three beauty treatment rooms offering a full range of treatments from
Decleor, Jessica and SiennaX, including facials, full body massage, waxing and spa days.

The Quad Club at Crowne Plaza Marlow Fieldhouse Lane, Marlow, SL7 1GJ
01628 496 957 www.thequadclub.com

HANNAH'S AREAS
OF EXPERTISE ARE:

Nutritional Advice
and Meal Planning

Weight Loss and Body
Fat Reduction

Cardiovascular
Training

Strength and Power

Flexibility

Kettlebell Training 

Rehabilitation



Cllr Neil Marshall will be holding his 2nd Charity

Golf Day, and the 7th Mayoral Charity Golf Day,

on Tuesday  April 27 at Harleyford Golf Course.

The event is to raise much needed funds for the

Newlife charity.  Newlife Foundation puts the

disabled child's needs first. On a daily basis they are

the “specialists for special children”.  One call to the

charity means that families have access to a Newlife

Nurse who will listen to the situation and explain

what the possibilities are for Newlife to offer support

and advice. Many families are not aware of what

help is available to them. Newlife nurses have all the

information and clinical skills to offer support.  They

will identify a need for special equipment and where

to get it and can also offer a grant.

Newlife has links to sources of the latest research

both in the UK and overseas.

The cost to enter a Team of 4 is £275.  This includes

light refreshments before teeing off, a day's golf at

the prestigious Harleyford Golf Course, and a three-

course dinner in the early evening.  Prizes will be

awarded to the Winning Team, Individual Winner,

Longest Drive and Nearest the Pin.  If you cannot

make a team of 4 but would still like to take part,

please contact Jan Bailey at Marlow Town Council as

we can perhaps put you in touch with other

individuals in order to create a team.

Companies or individuals are welcome to sponsor “A

Hole”.  This would be at a cost of £200 and this will

enable you to display a banner or posters at the

designated hole and also be mentioned in any

publicity surrounding this event.  Other sponsorship

is welcome for this event. 

Visit www.marlowtowncouncil.org.uk for

further information and to download an entry

form.

Marlow Town Mayor’s
Golf  Day Tuesday April 27, 2010
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Unlimited Golf
for only £5 per day!

Harleyford Golf Club are
offering a trial Membership
for the month of April
for just £150

For further details please contact Trevor Collingwood

on 01628 816164 or email: manager@harleyfordgolf.co.uk
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Marlow Opportunity Playgroup has been operating from

the British Red Cross Hall in Marlow for more than 40

years. It was part of the Red Cross until April 2005, when

the playgroup became an independent charity. All users of

the Red Cross Hall in Victoria Road have recently been

advised of the Red Cross's intention to sell the hall.

The playgroup is unique in this area as it is primarily for

children with special needs under the age of five and it

currently has 35 children on register, many of whom have

profound and complex needs.

We have a highly trained and experienced staff team who

work closely with visiting therapists to deliver individually

set programmes which can be incorporated into the

children's play.  The children who are referred to the

playgroup (often by paediatricians at Wycombe Hospital)

would find it difficult to access a mainstream playgroup or

nursery.

We are desperate to find a solution to ensure our future

operation which we would love to keep in Marlow  -

preferably in the building where we have been for the last

40 years - and where we have always been well supported

by local groups and companies.

If you feel you can help the

playgroup please contact

Jane Gibbons

on 01628 483345.

The Future of Marlow Opportunity Playgroup?



Close by the Thames near Marlow, Bisham Abbey has

witnessed a rich slice of English history. But Bisham (the

name of the Abbey, like the village, should properly be

pronounced as 'Bizum') was a Priory, not an Abbey, for

much of its life, and most of what we now see is, in fact,

a Tudor mansion. It was originally built around 1260 as a

preceptory of the immensely powerful Knights Templar.

On the suppression of that Order, it passed into the hands

of William Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, who then built a

priory here for Austin Canons in 1337. The nearness of

this Priory to Windsor Castle would have led to heavy

claims on this community's hospitality.

In July 1536, Bisham Priory was surrendered to Henry VIII

on the suppression of the monasteries. Uniquely among

all the monasteries of England, it was then selected by the

fickle King to be re-established on grander scale as an

abbey. In December 1537, a charter was granted to this

new abbey of the Holy Trinity. It lasted, however, for only

six months before the Abbot, John Cordrey, and his

monks were again forced to surrender Bisham Abbey to

the King's appointees. 

During its complex history, Edward II used this

establishment to imprison Queen Elizabeth of the Scots,

the wife of King Robert the Bruce, and her female

relatives in 1310. Following the dissolution, it served for

about two hundred years as the main residence of the

Montacutes, who became Earls of Salisbury. One of that

line of illustrious Earls, who merit mention by

Shakespeare, was Richard Neville, known to history as

Warwick the Kingmaker, the wealthiest and most

powerful English peer of his age. A principal protagonist

in the Wars of the Roses, he

lies buried somewhere in

the grounds of Bisham

Abbey. It was probably also

a virtual gaol for Princess

Elizabeth, later Queen

Elizabeth I, who was

imprisoned by her sister,

Queen Mary, around the

period 1555 and 1558. An

ancient holy well close by

still bears Elizabeth's name. 

After its dissolution, Bisham

Abbey was given by King

Henry VIII to his former

Queen, Anne of Cleves.

Following Anne's death,

Bisham Abbey passed onto

Sir Thomas Hoby, the man

who was responsible for the custody of Princess Elizabeth

during the reign of Mary Tudor. It was the Hobys who

demolished the monastic church on the site while adding

the fine bay window to the northern end (see photo) and,

in 1560, an imposing brick tower. After her accession,

Queen Elizabeth I appointed Sir Thomas as Ambassador to

France. It is his wife, Dame Elizabeth, who is purportedly

the tormented ghost who haunts the Abbey. A son,

curiously named Thomas Posthumous from being born

after his father's death, is believed to be the inspiration

for Shakespeare's comic figure of Sir Andrew Aguecheek

in Twelfth Night.

When the Hoby line ran out, the Abbey passed into the

hands of the Vansittarts, the first member of that family to

live there, George, having made his fortune in India.

Adding Neale to the family name in due course, this

family and its descendants held the Abbey, the estate and

village, up until 1965 when death duties necessitated their

sale. The Abbey, which had been let to the Central

Council for Physical Recreation as a memorial to two

brothers in the family who were killed in the Second

World War, was then purchased as the CCPR's first

residential site. Bisham Abbey still remains in the hands of

a successor body, Sport England. 

Stonor House in the Chilterns, a few miles outside Henley,

now provides a home for furniture, portraits, china and

other objects of interest which came from Bisham Abbey,

the families of these two houses having had links. A

comprehensive history The Story of Bisham Abbey by Piers

Compton was published in 1973.

Article by Jeff Griffiths.
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A history of...

BISHAM ABBEY



Regular bus passengers travelling
through Wycombe district may have
noticed something different about their
stops lately. The humble bus stop is
being transformed by electronic
information systems known as Ibis
units.

Ibis units are a similar size to the traditional timetable case
but exact arrival times are given through the nextBus, real
time information system. This is where satellite technology
tracks buses as they travel, so passengers can know
exactly in how many minutes their bus will arrive.
Residents with visual impairments can listen to an audio
version of this by selecting nextBus audio.

The units which run on solar power also contain useful
information including full timetables of all the bus services
calling at that stop, route maps and a local interest page.
Around 30 have already been installed around Wycombe,
Marlow and Princes Risborough and more are due to be
installed throughout Buckinghamshire this year.

Valerie Letheren, cabinet member for transport, said:
“These unique information systems will be a great asset to
residents travelling by bus. This is one of the many ways
that Transport for Buckinghamshire is showing our
continued commitment to providing residents with high
quality travel information to enable them to make the
best travel choice for their journey.”

New Age for Wycombe’s
Bus Stops

MARKLAND
GARDENING SERVICES

For all your general garden maintenance including:

GRASS CUTTING
EDGING • HEDGE CUTTING

WEEDING • PLANTING
MULCHING

plus
15 years experience growing organic fruit and

vegetables, practical help and advice in creating
and maintaining a vegetable or kitchen garden

TEL: 01494 881119
MOB: 07847 111079

email: markland.gardening@googlemail.com
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Handmade
Bread & Cakes

Pastries & Chocolates
All freshly made by our staff

in our bakery behind the shop

EXCLUSIVE eASteR SELECTION

Burgers of  Marlow Ltd
Open 8.30am - 5.30pm, Monday - Saturday

Tea Rooms closes 5.15m weekdays, 5pm Sat. 
The Causeway, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1NF

Tel: 01628 483389

www.burgersofmarlow.co.uk
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HUNTS OF MARLOW
FOR ALL YOUR HOME & DIY NEEDS

Gardening Supplies & tools  •  Ironmongery
Leisure Equipment  •  Household Goods 

Power Cables & Extension Leads
Paints, Varnishes and Decorating Sundries

Electrical Sundries

Telephone: 01628 488228 
35 Station Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1NW 

VISIT OUR

M
ODEL

RAILW
AY

DEPARTM
ENT

IT’S LIKE A
 TARDIS!!!

In February, the Year 1 children of Marlow Church of
England Infant School invited some Grandparents
and older members of the community to come to
school to talk about their experiences of life when
they were their age.

The day arrived and the visitors all looked rather nervous
and not quite sure what to expect but all carried bags
with objects and pictures to show the children. The
children were very excited and eager to ask their
questions. One of the first questions asked was 'What did
you play with?' which prompted much delving into bags
as all the visitors had managed to either bring the actual
toys they had played with or an up-to-date version. 

Other questions that were frequently asked were 'Where
did you go out to?' and 'Did you go out to restaurants?'
The children were quite surprised to find that going out
usually meant going to the cinema to watch films and
cartoons mainly in black and white. They also found it
hard to believe that computers and televisions were not
around but children's programmes could be listened to on
the radio, which was called 'the wireless'.  As for going
out to restaurants, there was a resounding 'no' from all
the visitors as the only time you went out to eat was to
go to dinner or tea at your grandparents.  As a special
treat at holiday time you might go and buy 'fish and
chips' and bring them home to eat.

A group of children wanted to know about the schools
the Grandparents went to. 'How did you

get there?' 'What did you wear?' One
visitor volunteered that her uniform
was a white blouse with a green and
yellow striped tie and a green skirt.

She walked a mile to school
every morning, going home
at lunchtime, because her
school did not supply

dinners and you did not take packed lunches, then
returning to school for the afternoon.  She also described
how her family did the shopping and she explained how
she would go to the High Street with her mother and go
to lots of different shops. There were no supermarkets
then, so you went to the grocers, the butchers, the
greengrocer, the bakers or the chemist, depending on
what you needed to buy.

The boys in particular wanted to know if you made any of
your toys. A visitor told them how he used to go fishing.
He brought with him a jam jar with a piece of string tied
round the top and showed them how he would have a
small piece of bread, which he would put a drop of water
on before rolling it into a ball in his hand then taking a
little piece of this to stick into the bottom of the jar. Now
he was ready to fish so would kneel on the riverbank and
pull the jar through the water hoping to catch little fishes.
It is unlikely that too many parents would now be very
keen for their children to be let loose on the riverbank to
fish without supervision, as this Grandparent had done
when he was their age!

The afternoon went by very quickly and the visitors looked
relaxed, having enjoyed the time reminiscing about their
past, and the children had a much better idea of what life
was like in days gone by. 

Times past…
Times present
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A history of...
PLATTS MOTOR

COMPANY
James and Mary Platt came to Marlow in the early 20th Century,
to manage Blounts Farm, Chalkpit Lane. Their son, Reg
Platt, had an engineering, rather than farming, bent so he
started two businesses in Marlow around the mid 1920's.
One was a wireless repair business, and the other was a
car sales and maintenance operation. Initially he rented a
single room in the White Lion Pub in Quoiting Square,
selling Ford and Morris cars. Reg  was forced to drop  Ford
and so concentrated on selling Morris and MG's (Morris
Garages, the sports car offshoot of Morris). As the
business grew he purchased the whole buildng, and
moved the workshop onto the Oxford Road site it is today.
During the 30's Reg had a great passion for the MG cars,
owning many and helping the fledgling MG owners club,
with Quoiting Square being used as a starting point for
many MG rallys. During the 2nd World War parts of
Spitfires were built in the motor workshop and the radio
repair business helped make radio equipment and sonars
for the war effort.

In the early 50's Reg was joined by his son, Jim Platt, who
had studied engineering at Imperial College. Reg
concentrated on the car sales operation, while Jim
oversaw the repair workshop. The workshop business
flourished and expanded in the early 60's when the coal
yard next door closed down.

During this period Morris had been amalgamated with a
number of other British car manufactures to form British
Leyland. Makes now sold by Platts Garage included
Morris, Austin, Austin Healey, Riley, Wolseley, Vanden Plas,
MG and Mini. In the late 50's and early 60's they even
sold the Messerschmitt bubble car. British Leyland
eventually became Austin Rover as the disperate group

went through numerous restructures. In the early 80's the
business was offered the opportunity to become a Ford
dealer, at a time when Ford had 30% of the UK market.
This was an opporunity too good to be missed, and so
Platts Garage switched back to the brand it had first sold
in the 20's.

In the 90's Reg's Grandson, Tim
Platt, joined the firm. The business
then expanded by purchasing a
site in High Wycombe and taking
on the the little know Korean
product, Hyundai. This relationship
has proved very fruitful with
Hyundai expanding its market
share to the point where Platts
have recently had to purchase a
larger site to move its Hyundai
dealership to.

Today Platts Motor Company has a
flourishing Ford dealership and all
makes service centre in Marlow,
and a rapidly expanding Hyundai
dealership between High
Wycombe and Beaconsfield. I'm
sure Reg would be proud to know
that his business is still going
strong after 90 years.



The Local Crime Community Sentence project
(LCCS) is a joint venture by Thames Valley
Probation staff and local magistrates. Its aim is to
increase the knowledge and understanding of
courts and what happens to offenders
afterwards. 

Would you like to 'be the judge', looking at the
facts of a real case, then deciding whether the
person goes to prison or is given a community
sentence? You then hear what really happened in
that case. 

A presentation will be held on Tuesday April 6
from 6pm - 7.30pm, at Marlow Town Council,
The Higginson Room, Court Garden, Pound Lane,
Marlow.

The presentation is absolutely free of charge and
is both informative and fun. You can reserve your
place by contacting Katherine Joy on 01628
484024 or email
katherine@marlowtowncouncil.org.uk.
Please note places are limited so booking is
essential. We look forward to seeing you there.

Many, if not most, Marlovians are probably unaware
of the old building situated to the left of Marlow
Library in Institute Road, just off the High Street. It is
known as The Armoury, and within its walls is the
Headquarters of 1811 (Marlow) Squadron, Air
Training Corps.

The Air Training Corps is supported and financed by the
Royal Air Force and the Ministry of Defence. Its objectives
are to promote and encourage an interest in the RAF and
aviation, to provide training and develop qualities of

leadership and citizenship in young people. It's also a
huge amount of fun! Your local Squadron is overseen by
the Commanding Officer, Flt Lt Garry Cairns, and
supported by Warrant Officer John Limback and Sergeant
Rachel Howlett. Specialist subjects are taught by Civilian
Instructors and visiting RAF officers.

1811 Squadron is open to boys and girls between the
ages of 13 and 17. We meet on Wednesday and Friday
evenings between 7.15pm and 9.45pm - Parade Nights.
There's plenty going on: lectures on the theory of flight,
radio and radar, history of the RAF, map reading, special
projects, target shooting - and of course drill. Cadets are
able to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme
and also work towards a BTEC Certificate or Diploma.
Visits to RAF stations and work experience also take place,
and in 2009 two cadets took part in the annual four-day
Nijmegen March.

There are also opportunities to fly in powered aircraft from
RAF Benson in Oxfordshire and gliders from RAF Halton,
near Aylesbury.

The Squadron has a presence at the annual Marlow
Regatta, and more formally takes part in the annual
Remembrance Day Parade. We are always recruiting, so
please feel free to pop in on a Parade Night and have a
look. You may also like to visit the main website
www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets.

1811 (Marlow) Squadron
Air Training Corps

Prison or Community Sentence?
...Your chance to decide

HAS MARLOW GOT TALENT?
Professional Recording

Studio for Hire

£20 per hour
Live location recording also available

Contact Les Payne on

07808 501327 or 01494 449033

Email lespayne977@hotmail.com
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What's On?
in and around Marlow

APRIL
5th Cllr Doug Anson will be giving out Easter

eggs for all under 7's in Higginson Park, near
the cafe. He will be there for one hour from
11.00am - 12.00pm while stocks last. Councillor
Anson has handed out free Easter eggs for many
years as part of his charity work

4th Choral Evensong for Easter Day
18.30, with the Men & Boys' and the Girls' Choir
of All Saints' Church,

5th Marlow Football Club home game versus
Slough Town, kick off 19.45. 

8th Marlow Knitting Group, bring your knitting or
crochet for a chat over coffee, 10.00-12.00,
Costa Coffee, West Street.

10th Marlow Football Club home game versus
Atherstone Town, kick off 15.00.

10th Bucks Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert,
19.30, All Saints' Church.

11th Music for a Sunday Afternoon, Robert Vanryne
(Trumpet) & Constanze Vanryne (Soprano).
Music of the Italian Baroque,
16.00, All Saints' Church.

13th Marlow & District Horticultural Society,
a talk by Barbara Askew, 'Plant Hunters',
20.00, Liston Hall.

18th Car Boot Sale, 07.30-12.00,
Great Marlow School, Bobmore Lane.

22nd 'Nature's Patterns', an event organised by the
Four Ends Flower Club,
14.00, Lane End Village Hall.

25th Music for a Sunday Afternoon, Bob Gibbard
(Baritone) & Carol Gibbard (Piano), 
16.00, All Saints' Church.

MAY
1-3rd French Market, Higginson Park.

3rd Marlow Spring Regatta.

7th Lunch-time Organ Concert: Jonathan Gregory,
Director of Music, Leicester Cathedral,
13.10-13.50, All Saints' Church.

8th Celebrity Organ Concert by D'Arcy Trinkwon,
International Concert Organist,
19.30, All Saints' Church.

11th Marlow & District Horticultural Society,
a talk by Edwin Rye, 'BBC Gardener of the Year
2002', 20.00, Liston Hall.

13th Marlow Knitting Group, bring your knitting or
crochet for a chat over coffee, 10.00-12.00,
Costa Coffee, West Street.

14th Lunch-time Organ Concert: Clem Virgo,
Director of Music, All Saints',
13.10-13.50, All Saints' Church.

16th Car Boot Sale, 07.30-12.00,
Great Marlow School, Bobmore Lane.

16th Music for a Sunday Afternoon, concert by
Jeremy Rowe (Counter-Tenor).  A delightful
programme of songs for all tastes,
16.00, All Saints' Church.

21th Lunch-time Organ Concert: Tony Philpot,
Assistant Organist, All Saints' Church H/W,
13.10-13.50, All Saints' Church.

23th Festival Choral Evensong at All Saints' Church,
Marlow, 18.30, for Whitsunday and in
Celebration of the Wycombe Arts Festival.
The Men & Boys' Choir of All Saint's Church,

Marlow are joined by the Choir of All Saints'
Church, High Wycombe.

26th Recital Concert by Jill Crossland - Piano,
20.00, All Saints' Church.

27th Archaeology in Marlow AGM,
20.00, Garden Room, Liston Hall.

27th 'Angles on Design', an event organised by the
Four Ends Flower Club, 14.00, Lane End Village
Hall.

28th Lunch-time Organ Concert: Richard Hobson,
Director of Music, Merchant Taylors School,
Northwood, 13.10-13.50, All Saints' Church.

JUNE
8th Marlow & District Horticultural Society,

a talk by Roger Turner, 'The Naked Gardener',
20.00, Liston Hall.

10th Marlow Knitting Group, bring your knitting or
crochet for a chat over coffee, 10.00-12.00,
Costa Coffee, West Street.

10th 'Fine Houses in the Thames & Chilterns',
a talk for Archaeology in Marlow,
20.00, Garden Room, Liston Hall.

12-13th Marlow Town Regatta & Festival.

13th 'Juice Voice Ensemble', a concert by this
stunning a capella trio of female voices,
16.00, All Saints' Church.(B) 

19-20th Marlow Regatta, Dorney Lake.

20th Car Boot Sale, 07.30-12.00, Great Marlow
School, Bobmore Lane.

21th Choral Evensong for St John the Baptist,
sung by the Men & Boys' Choir, 18.30,
All Saints' Church.

24th Four Ends Flower Club Mini-Show,
14.00, Lane End Village Hall.

26th Midsummer Madness - Family Fun Day, 

18th High Wycombe Half Marathon.

19-23th Swan Upping Week on the River Thames.

22th 'Dancing with Flowers', an event organised by
the Four Ends Flower Club, 14.00, Lane End
Village Hall.

.
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Club News...

ROTARY CLUB
OF MARLOW
ROTARY AND FRIENDS SEND URGENT SUPPORT TO HAITI

The Rotary Club of Marlow has started the new decade
with its usual determination to support and help the local
community here in Marlow, and also those less fortunate
overseas: in particular in disaster areas such as Haiti.

Thanks to the support of the people of Marlow the Club
has raised money, received donations and combined with
two partners to send several much needed Shelter Boxes
and Aqua Boxes to help provide tents and medical/water
treatment equipment to the many suffering in the
earthquake area of Haiti.

Pupils and staff of Danesfield School raised some £350 at
a school Mufti Day and 3 Ladies Clubs in Marlow -
Tangent, Ladies Circle, and Inner Wheel raised a similar
amount at a combined Charity Lunch.

All monies raised were to go to Haiti and were sent direct
to local Rotary Clubs to ensure that nothing was wasted
on administration costs.

Here, in Marlow, the Rotary Club has a busy schedule of
work and events planned for 2010, having already held

Young Chef and Youth Speakers
Competitions for school children and
also the popular annual Charity Jazz
Night Concert, Bridge Night and
Rotary Youth Concert in the
stunning setting of All Saints
Church.

Future charity events being organised by
the Rotary Club of Marlow will include:

• Gentle Jazz Big Band Concert in the Shelley Theatre,
Marlow 8pm Saturday 1st May

• Kids Day Out for Disadvantaged Children,
Wednesday 16th May

• Senior citizens Boat Trip on the River Thames,
Wednesday 14th July 1pm

• Santa's Fun Run, Sunday 5th December

For more details about these and other events organised
by the Rotary Club of Marlow, or more details about
Rotary International and membership, please visit our
website,
www.marlow-rotary.org.uk or contact the Club's
Secretary, Reg Markham on
secretary.rotaryclubofmarlow@hotmail.co.uk or contact
any Rotarian.

THE MARLOW CHAMBER
OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
The Marlow Chamber of Trade and Commerce organised
another successful Late Night Shopping Event in
December with many charity and commercial stalls. Lots
of shops opened for the evening, and although some
people did not purchase on the night, we know that
many visitors returned at a quieter time to purchase gifts
for Christmas.

With regard to the Christmas lights, we would like to
thank all those companies and residents who donated
towards next year's display. We were disappointed this
year by the lights and the Marlow Chamber is in
discussion with Wycombe District Council to ensure the
monies donated are used to bring the lights up to the
standard we are used to in Marlow.  

Following the success of the Scarecrow Trail last year, the
Marlow Chamber of Commerce is organising an April Fool
trail from Thursday April 1 to Wednesday April 7.
Shops/businesses will place an object in their window
display which they do not normally sell,
and all those taking part in the trail
have to do is to find and note down
the item. It could be very small! Easy,
isn't it, and great fun. Keep an eye
open in the Press and in the shops for
further details nearer the time. We are
also organising another Scarecrow Trail
for July so keep looking for details of
that event.

mARloW AGe ConCeRn

URGentlY need YoUR HelP noW!

Could you spare any time to:

Help cook lunch for us?

or

drive our minibus?

or

escort our guests on the minibus?

So our guests can enjoy themselves

If so, please call in and meet us all

or phone suzanne Brown any week-day

between 9am and 1.00pm

The rowans 38 Glade road

Telephone 482883

Next to the Doctors surgery
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Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people live full and independent lives
GREAT BRITISH FISH AND CHIP SUPPER Friday May 21 2010

                                                                                          www.marlowtowncouncil.org.uk 21

Transition Town
Marlow is a beautiful town with a rich history of
remarkable people being at home here: authors,
innovators, artists, chefs, sports men and women,
engineers. A lot is known and written about
Marlow's heritage, history and status, as a beautiful
Chilterns and Thames-side town. We are a favourite
tourist destination for people from around the
world.

Today, Marlow has a thriving community, brilliant schools,
successful businesses and a wealth of wonderful
amenities. But what might Marlow look like in 20 or 50
years time?  What new thing might our home town
become famous for over this period? Is the future bright
for today's Marlow children? What might the people of
Marlow do today to make Marlow children proud?

Globally our world has probably never looked more
fragile. Our home planet is under tremendous strain, and
some of that global stress inevitably rubs off on local
people's outlook.  A growing body of us consider the twin
peaks of oil and carbon emissions to be the biggest
challenge we'll ever have to face.  The era of cheap oil is
ending. Oil has underpinned everything we take for
granted in our modern way of life: food, energy, services,
transport. Is it conceivable that Marlow in 2050 will look
different from the Marlow of today? Yes - actually it is
inevitable.

So what do we want the new Marlow to look like? The
choice is ours. If we can stare the problem in the eye, we
will see that we are the generation that can shape the

transition of our economy, locally at least, from one
soaked in oil to one that can somehow function post oil.
A community that is resilient and sustainable, rich in
locally harnessed renewable energy, in local agriculture, in
local services, in community, soaked only in local beer!

Transition Town Marlow is a growing group of concerned
citizens who come together to share their visions for the
Marlow they love and who are trying to ease the
transition towards the future. Whether it be more people
cycling, more solar panels, more wood burning stoves,
more community events, more farmers' markets or more
home insulation, the group is starting to do what it can to
influence positively our common possible future.

We aim to create a viable degree of sustainability and
resilience - the ability to withstand environmental changes.
Together, as a community, we have many of the resources
and skills to reduce our own carbon footprint and, co-
operating with other transition towns, to help to make a
measurable contribution to reducing greenhouse gases in
the UK.

The local history books will record that a concerted effort
began in 2010, by a bunch of people in the small town of
Marlow, UK to mode the best post-carbon community
transition any town could wish for. We'd love you to join
us. For further information, log on to
www.transitiontowns.org/marlow/marlow or
www.transitionmarlow.org.

Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity?
Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 21st May 2010 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA's information and
support services. 

SIA will provide a fundraising pack to help you containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. Last year over 80 suppers
took place in England and Wales. In 2010 we want to double that figure and ensure we can provide more support to spinal cord injured people.

The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become paralysed and their families,
from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing services and publications which enable and encourage
paralysed people to lead independent lives.

Be a part of something special and make a real difference to help spinal cord injured people gain access to the information and support they
need to enable them to live full and independent lives.

For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 xtn 229 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk
or visit www.spinal.co.uk
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Flackwell Heath Golf Club is a Private Member's Club

established in 1904.

Whilst we may be over 100 years old, we are always looking to the future and our golf

course is at the heart of this. recent investment means we are now providing some of

the best greens in the County.

The course runs through rolling heathland with plenty of trees, and with some very

challenging par 3's, ensures that all golfers have a full and fair test of their skills.

Flackwell has a well-earned reputation as a friendly club and visitors are most welcome

Monday to Friday and societies by arrangement.

New members are also welcome and you will find our subscription levels competitive,

starting from just £17 per week, payable by monthly direct debit. so even if you only

play once a week, you get good value for your money, plus other membership benefits including discounted bar prices.

However if you just want to come along for a good days golf, ring the Professional simon Quilliam on 01628 520929 to

arrange a tee time.

Membership and society details can be obtained from the secretary, Peter Clarke on the same number.

flackwell Heath Golf Club, treadaway Hill, flackwell Heath, High Wycombe Bucks HP10 9Pe

01628 520929  enquiries@fhgc.co.uk   www.fhgc.co.uk

Many drivers who find themselves stuck in a traffic
queue on the M40 approaching High Wycombe have
gazed longingly through the windscreen at the
green slopes of a golf club, with leisurely golfers
pitting their skills on a beautifully maintained course
of undulating slopes interspersed with pleasant
woodland.

It really is a delightful setting to enjoy a game of golf. And
with a long-established club whose friendly welcome is its
pride, it's no wonder that Flackwell Heath Golf Club has
become a firm favourite among golfers from Marlow to
Beaconsfield over the past century.

Charles Darwin's grandwon Bernard, a golf
writer, described it in 1923 as having
“beautiful greens. The turf is true and
velvety, neither too fast nor too slow, and
the greens are all gently undulating, never
flat to the point of dullness, nor steep to
that of unfairness.”

The first nine holes were laid out in 1904,
the next nine in 1907, and two more in
1964, and the club is currently making new
improvements under the direction of
professional golfer and TV commentator
Ken Brown. The par 71 course measures
6,211 yards for men and 5,299 for ladies
and is considered a fair test of golfing skill
for any level of player. 

For Peter Clarke, the club's secretary and
manager, the appeal of Flackwell Heath
Golf Club is the seriousness of the
commitment to improving one's play
alongside the friendly sociability of the

members. Regular golf competitions and social events
take place throughout the year.

The ladies group is very active with a wide mix of ages
and handicap. A Newcomers Club introduces novices to
golf rules and etiquette.

Though a private members' club, it welcomes visitors and
also organises golf days for groups. And it has a fine club
house and pro shop.

Flackwell Heath Golf Club, Treadaway Hill, Flackwell
Heath, High Wycombe Bucks HP10 9PE 01628 520929
enquiries@fhgc.co.uk

Flackwell Heath
Golf Club
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Town Cemetery Chapel
The Town Cemetery's beautiful brick and stone Chapel, built
in 1910, offers a calm and peaceful venue to hold services of
all kinds, such as memorial or commemorative services, and is
non-denominational.

The Chapel is available to rent from £102
per letting. The Chapel is heated and audio
equipment is available for hire. It can
comfortably seat 30 with additional
standing room for approximately 20.

Please contact Marlow Town Council staff
for further information and every effort
will be made to meet your requirements.

The Spring Concert by
Marlow Choral Society
with Princes Risborough
Music Society will feature
Grieg's Piano Concerto in A
Minor, with soloist Anna
Markland, and a
performance of Karl Jenkins
'Armed Man'. It will be
accompanied by Cygnus
Orchestra of London,
conducted by Christopher
Grant.
Sunday March 28 at 7.30pm
at the Wycombe Swan,
tickets (£15 and £12) from
07976  848002 or the
Swan Box Office
on 01494 512000

A VERSION
OF THIS

PUBLICATION IS
AVAILABLE IN
LARGER PRINT.
Please contact
Marlow Town

Council on
01628 484024

if you would like
a copy

An Illustrated Guide to Marlow and
Neighbourhood II
In late 2009 John Laker borrowed a book from Mrs Doris Edwards, a lady living in
Marlow. It was printed around 1904 and entitled An Illustrated Guide to Marlow
and Neighbourhood. It featured 94 pages of texts and photographs and 56 pages of
advertisements from local

shops and businesses.

John was so impressed by
the contents of this pocket
guide, he decided to
reproduce it, placing up-to-
date photographs next to
the original illustrations. So
he took new photographs
of the featured buildings
and views, as well as the
shops shown in the
advertisement section.

To help fund this
expensive project, John
approached 160 potential
advertisers in the locality.

Nineteen companies supported this
venture during very difficult times, and their generosity allowed a

quality A4 landscape hardback book to be published at a very competitive price of
£14.99.  

The original guide takes us around the town and covers stories about and
information on Marlow and district's churches, important buildings and places of
interest, as well as presenting a good selection of local walks. It continues with a
chapter on Trade in Marlow, followed by the names of the local Councillors and
Magistrates, along with a list of local organisations, utility companies and local clubs
and societies, concluding with a list of the local places of worship.

There were 44 advertisements in the original Guide, of which only the George and
Dragon and Lloyds Bank remain unchanged in name (plus the Chequers, if it reopens
as a public house).

It  takes us back to the time when bicycles were replacing horse riding and walking,
and automobiles were slowly replacing the horse and carriage. It paints a positive
picture of the town and, although things have changed considerably since the early
1900s, the picture remains just as positive today. 

Hopefully someone will publish An Illustrated Guide to Marlow and Neighbourhood
III in about 100 years from now!

For further information on this book, please contact john@jle-marlow.co.uk
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If you find it difficult to take a critical view of your home, why not

ask a friend to do it. Simple things like lingering odours from the

curry you had the night before, dirty windows or cracked paintwork

can all work against a potential sale.

Contrary to popular observation and comment, we are now officially

in spring and this is a perfect time to address those areas that have

been put on hold over winter. Gardens are starting to come into

bloom and it doesn't take a great deal of time or effort to tidy the

frontage and enhance that all-important first impression. Check with

your agent that they are using refreshed images to advertise and

promote your property. If you have put the effort in to make it look

its best, you want to convey that to the market place. Digital

photography enables us to update a photograph almost instantly so

there is no delay in getting your efforts noticed.

A dominant coloured room can make it appear much smaller than it

really is. Could a lick of fresh neutral paint help brighten and enlarge

the space? Even rearranging furniture can change the whole

appearance of a room.

Children's bedrooms can sometimes come with a health warning

before the door is even opened. If they are excited about the move,

then they should be on-side and understand the need to tidy round

and de-clutter. If they haven't played with a toy or game for more

than three months then why not pack the item, ready for the move.

If a viewer opens a garage door to see a wall of neatly stacked

cartons they will think nothing of it other than you are preparing for

the move. But empty all the contents of those cartons throughout

your home and test the reaction. Everyone lives differently and it is

your home and you have to live there. Just be mindful that you need

viewers to want to make your home their home and they need to

see what they are buying rather than your worldly goods.   

Review with your agent the feedback from viewings that have

already taken place. What was it that the applicants didn't like and

prevented them from making an offer? If there is a common

denominator then it could be easily addressed and overcome.

With the days becoming longer and the clocks going forward this

month, buyers have more time to drive around the area and get a

feel for locations and maybe spot a house that they had not

previously considered. As your home is normally the most valuable

asset you possess, it is surely worth making a small effort to get the

best result.

I always say that you need to fill the mind of a viewer with positive

thoughts. If they then come across a negative then they will ride

that as they are still thinking about the good parts. However, if the

first thing they see is negative, then no matter how many positive

aspects they see, they will always have that first negative preying on

their mind.

Let your agent show the house. You are paying them to sell it and

they will be aware of how best to show your home.  

Ideas for a successful sale are far too many to cover here so if you

would like us to inspect your home and give advice on how to

present it for market please call us. Our advice is based on many

years' firsthand experience, is completely free and without

obligation. Even if you are already on the market and just want an

alternative view, we are here to help.

To find out more speak to Neal Wood, Senior Manager of

Hamptons International at 5 West Street, Marlow,

01628 485234 or email woodn@hamptons-int.com

Thinking of selling or letting your home? Already on the market with no offers? Perhaps you need to step

back and look at the property through the eyes of a potential buyer. The old saying “You never get a second

chance to make a first impression” is never more true than when promoting your biggest asset.

The latest Hamptons International Research found an
average price increase of 3.5% in the final quarter of
2009, and across the full year prices increased 12%.

For 4-bed houses the gain was more than 14%.
The lettings sector showed a positive return from the

second half of the year almost wiping out early
declines.

Our lettings department urgently requires well
presented family properties from £1250pcm -

£4,000pcm within the Danesfield and Spinfield
catchment. We have a number of corporate clients

relocating to the area this spring/summer.
If you are considering letting your property, Hamptons

International will be delighted to hear from you.

For a free market appraisal contact Sonja Broderick
on 01628-675881 or email

brodericks@hamptons-int.com
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Stress? Anxiety? Depression?
Relationship,Personal Problems?

Talking helps - Confidential

COUNSELLING
John Ryder MBACP

01628 522401    Bourne End
www.johnryder.bacp.co.uk

Summertime at marlow Park
By Jocelyn Galsworthy, official artist to the MCC

Limited edition prints for sale £135

For further details phone 01628 475958 

If you wish to include an article in

The Marlovian, please contact

Jan Bailey at the Town Council

Office on 01628 484024

or e-mail

Jan@marlowtowncouncil.org.uk

If you are interested

in advertising in

The Marlovian,

please contact

The Flying Pigs on 07912 696658

or e-mail theflyingpigs1@aol.com

flyingpigs
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The secret's out...

Macmillan Cancer
Support Lunch

Once again the Macmillan Lunch in the Bowater
Restaurant was a huge success raising over £700 for the

charity. Many thanks to those who supported us.

We are happy to announce that the next lunch will be
held on Tuesday 18th May at 12.30pm.

The event will also include a demonstration by
Harringtons Hairdressing Salon.

Tickets are £28.00 each to include two courses,
a glass of wine and coffee.

Please call the restaurant on 01628 405406
or the hotel on 0844 879 9128 to reserve a table.

For more information about the lunch or Macmillan
Cancer Supprt please call 01628 628279

The Queen's Head, which likes to call itself Marlow's
Little Secret, has blown its cover. The tucked-away
16th-century hostelry in Little Marlow has just been
listed in both the Michelin Eating Out in Pubs Guide
and The Good Pub Guide 2010 - which is no surprise
to the many locals who had already discovered what
chefs Chris Rising and Daniel O'Sullivan have
achieved here since taking over nearly two years ago.

Hidden away it may be on a narrow lane next
to Little Marlow Manor, but it has enough fans
to ensure the necessity of booking a table if
you want to eat here at weekends.

So we turned up on a Thursday night.
Recession, cold night, remote location... no
matter, this was still a busy little place. So
what's it doing right?

Daniel reckons their success is due to the
consistently high quality of the food, fair prices,
and good service. Not to mention the charm of
this wonderful old building - all beams and
candles, climbing roses and real log fires.

While the village setting and ancient inn offer
the allure of history, the cuisine is distinctly
contemporary. The chefs are proud to say that
local produce is used where possible, and
everything is home made.

We started with a terrine of confit duck leg, smooth and
savoury, layered with a coarse herby rabbit pate and
served with a tangy home made chutney (£6.95): an
unusual variation on a favourite theme and very satisfying.

Mains can be straightforward - steak or fried salmon,
perhaps - or adventurous, and we were ready for a
surprise. It came with pan-fried sea bream (£13.95) served
over a veritable medley of flavours. Sweet beetroot
mingled with green lentils, chorizo added its deeply sultry
notes alongside a fruity tomato and herb oil dressing, with
fine beans and mangetout to add colour and texture. This
rolicking medley was delightful.

Coq au vin (£12.95) was as rich and luscious as this
traditional dish should be, with lots of bacon lardons,
caramelised pearl onions and mushrooms. Both main
dishes came in large bowls, in generous portions.

Home made puds (£5.75) include such temptations as
roasted plum and apricot crumble, and warm banoffee
tartlet. But I couldn't resist soft-centred chocolate pudding

with raspberry and cherry sorbet. It needs a 15-minute
wait as it is freshly made to ensure that decadently
melting chocolate centre oozing forth from the pud,
balanced by a deeply fruity sorbet with strawberry
garnish. It looked and tasted wonderful.

The Queen's Head has a good drinks menu, with cask
ales, a regular guest ale and wines for every budget from
modest to lavish. Open all day every day.

Recession, cold night, remote location... no matter, this was still a busy little place. 
So what's it doing right?

The secret's out...

The Queen's Head, Pound Lane, Little Marlow SL7 3SR

www.marlowslittlesecret.co.uk
01628 482927
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The Vanilla Pod
“I would like to introduce Mickael Metayer, who will work alongside Antonio Moreschini
as a Restaurant Manager. Mickael brings with him a wealth of experience, working in some
of the best restaurants in London and also in France. Mickael comes to us after spending 6
years as Assistant Restaurant Manager at Pied a Terre (2 Michelin stars). He has also
worked at one of my former establishments, Chez Nico at 90 Park Lane (3 Michelin stars)
and at Restaurant Aubergine with Gordon Ramsay. It is a great pleasure to have Mickael
with us and, alongside Antonio, we will ensure your experience at The Vanilla Pod will be
one you will remember.” Michael Macdonald, Chef Owner

EARLY WEEK 3 COURSE SET MENU FOR DINNER AT £25.00
Offer valid on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday until 30 May 2010. The set dinner menu will
change every week and offer 3 choices of starter, main course and dessert. Coffee and drinks not
included. Booking for maximum 6 people. Please quote MM10 when you book your table.

5 COURSE LUNCH AT £19.50 PER PERSON
Offer valid from Tuesday to Saturday at lunch time only until 30 May 2010.
Lunch menu changes every week. Coffee and drink not included. Booking for maximum 6
people. Please quote MM10  when you book your table

The Vanilla Pod, 31 West Street, Marlow SL7 2LS 01628 898101

View all menus on our website: www.thevanillapod.co.uk






